
   
  

 You don’t have to travel far if you want to see or play 
some of the top golf tracks in the country. Places like 
North Bellingham Golf Course in Bellingham are some 
of the top places to play in the Pacific Northwest. For 
more, please see Inside Golf’s special section inside.

Northwest Washington:
Plenty of golf to check out

 A player ball lies closely behind a mush-
room growing in the turf on his line of play.  
Prior to playing the ball, the player makes a 
practice swing destroying the mushroom.  
What is your ruling? See answer on Page 
2 of this section.
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Black Butte will host
central oregon Am
 Black Butte Ranch in Central Oregon is 
no stranger to big-time events having hosted 
the Oregon Open and Pacific Amateur Golf 
Classic events, but now the resort is hosting 
the first Central Oregon Amateur golf tourna-
ment.
   The event will be held July 11-13 and 
includes two tournament rounds (one at the 
newly redesigned Glaze Meadow and one at 
the award-winning Big Meadow course). A 
practice round is also included. The field will 
be limited to the first 120 entries. A total of 
1/3 of the field will win prizes but there will 
be tee prizes and an awards luncheon for all 
players. Cost for the tournament is $249. 
Lodging is also available. Call 877.468.1660 
for info.

Kent will sell the par-3
course at riverbend
 After months of speculation, the Kent City 
Council has decided to sell its par-3 course at 
Riverbend Golf Complex to a developer for a 
potential housing and retail development.
 A developer told the council back in No-
vember that the site could feature retail shops, 
public open space, a hotel, apartments and pos-
sibly condo units. Kent Parks and Recreation 
Director Jeff Watling told the city council that 
the sale of the par-3 course could net the city 
at least $8 million. The money would go to help 
pay off the golf course debt.
 City staff has said that there is room to build 
a three-hole par-3 course next to the driving 
range at Riverbend and that they could install 
a forward set of tees at the 18-hole course to 
accommodate golfers of all ages and abilities.

oregon Senior games
will feature golf event
 The 2014 Oregon Senior Games will 
feature plenty of events for seniors 50 
and above, but for golfers, there will be a 
tournament that is bound to be popular. 
 The Oregon Senior Games Golf Tourna-
ment will be held June 19-20 at Lost Tracks 
and Widgi Creek Golf Courses in Bend. 
There will be competitions for both gross 
and net for both men and women golfers. 
Gross scores will determine eligibility for 
the National Senior Games.
 If you needed an excuse to visit Bend 
this is it. You get a first-class golf event 
plus the chance to visit Central Oregon in 
the summer. See inside for more.

A new way to tee it up: footgolf

Snoqualmie Valley
course gets a new
look with new owner
 A few years ago it looked like Carnation 
Golf Course was going to be lost to the golf-
ing world. Bad economy, competition and 
financial problems seemed to spell the end 
for the Snoqualmie Valley golf course. But 
a new owner stepped in and invested heavily 
in the course and has made some dramatic 
changes and improvements.
 Now called The Blue Heron, there’s 
plenty to like at the new course with a first-
class clubhouse, new fleet of golf cars and 
improved conditioning around the course.
 For more on The Blue Heron, see inside 
this section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

 It looks like soccer. It plays like golf. Introducing footgolf, a new way to 
put a little soccer and golf together. Meadow Park golf course in Tacoma is 
opening an 18-hole footgolf course, exactly what it says – a game you play 
with a soccer ball and it plays like golf. See inside for more on footgolf.

Pacific gales in
oregon is a go
after clearing
a major hurdle
 Pacific Gales, one of the most anticipated golf 
projects in America, cleared a key hurdle when 
the Curry County Planning Commission voted 
unanimously to approve the developers’ request 
for a conditional use permit.
  The 18-hole links golf course in Southern 
Oregon — designed to be built on a portion of the 
privately owned Knapp Ranch located between 
iconic Cape Blanco and the small fishing village 
of Port Orford, less than 30 miles south of the 
town of Bandon — has received widespread 
media attention since plans were first unveiled 
in November 2013. Golf Digest declared the 
project “A New Course to Keep An Eye On” 
while Golfweek reported being “blown away.”
  The 354-acre site boasts some of the best 
oceanfront golfing landscape in North America, 
including views of the Elk River Valley and 
Cape Blanco Lighthouse to the north, the Port 
Orford Headlands to the south and reef islands 
just offshore, as well as the mountains of the 
Coast Range inland.  Pending final approval by 
the Curry County Board of Commissioners, work 
on the site could begin as early as mid-2014 with 
a complete grand opening anticipated for the 
spring of 2016. 

NW Senior professionals
earn trip to national event
 A pair of Northwest senior club professionals 
qualified to take their place on the national stage 
this month at the Senior PGA Championship at 
Harbor Shores in Benton, Mich. along with the 
stop players on the Champions Tour.
 Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo Resort finished tied 
for third at the National Club PGA Championship 
in Florida while Rob Gibbons of Arrowhead in 
Molalla, Ore. finished tied for seventh. The top 
35 earned trips to nationals. Jeff Fought of Black 
Butte Ranch Resort made the cut but finished tied 
for 86th in the championship.
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Even in golf-crazy Arizona new courses 
are rare, but now here comes Sewailo
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When Sewailo opened in December, it was the first course to open in Arizona in four years.

 Dan La Rouere, the general manager at 
Sewailo Golf Club in Tucson, looks like a 
proud papa when you first meet him in the 
pro shop. And for good reason.
 He runs a golf course that is spectacular 
and part of Tucson’s Casino Del Sol Resort. 
And, probably most interestingly, is the first 
golf course in the golf-crazy state of Arizona 
to open in four years. Four years? Four years 
for a golf course to be built in Arizona of all 
places? That’s right.
 And this place is a gem. Just ask La 
Rouere, who gets genuinely excited when 
you start peppering him with questions.
 “There’s nothing like this place,” he said, 
starting to talk about Sewailo. “This is desert 
golf at its best. And when you look around, 
this is a course that has everything.”
 The Pascua Yaqui Indian Tribe say that 
words Sewailo means “flower world.” And 
from the opening tee shot on the 364-yard 
opening hole you can see why. Over 30,000 
native flowers, plants and cacti were brought 
in to help bring the 200-acre area to life. The 
course was designed by Notah Begay III and 
is the kind of place that if you play one course 
in Arizona, this would not be a bad bet.
 The course is part of the Troon Golf family, 
a family that La Rouere has been a part of for 
years. But he is quick to praise the design, 
construction and work with the Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe on getting this course up and running.
 “There is so much to like with this golf 
course,” said La Rouere. “You will like what 
you see on the first tee and it won’t end there 
until you are done with the last putt.”
 The course can play long, but that makes 
sense since you are bound to get some roll 
and the dry Arizona heat. The course mea-
sures 7,282 yards from the Bear Down tee 
box - named after the University of Arizona 
which uses that motto in all of their sports.

 As you make your way to the first tee, you 
run by all sorts of water features, dramatic 
bunkers, desert area and more flowers, plants 
and cacti than the eye can see. The fairways 
might be wide, but miss a fairway and you 
have to deal with the desert area and worry 

about hitting a cactus on your backswing. Or 
even better, a cactus in your rear-end from 
not paying attention while you look for your 
ball. Trust me, I know this to be true. My rear 
still hasn’t recovered.
 Begay has taken his talents from the PGA 
Tour to off the course. He now works with The 
Golf Channel and NBC as a reporter and has 
gotten into the design world as well. He has 
helped create six courses around the country 
and has more projects in the works. His work 
at Sewailo is as good as it gets. The course 
is carved out of the high Sonoran Desert and 
offers terrific views from all 18 holes. 
 For more, see www.casinodelsol.com

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf 
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdtur-
cotte@comcast.net.

 The player incurs the general penalty for a 
breach of Rule 13-2.  You may not break anything 
growing or fixed if it improves the lie, area of 
intended stance or swing, or line of play.  Consid-
ering the location of the mushroom relative to the 
location of the ball, The player clearly improved 
his area of intended swing and line of play.  ( Rule 
13-2 & Decision 13-2/0.5.)

 Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien 
for his insight on the rules and the questions and 
answers.





day the event moves to Avalon. Each event will 
feature two-player teams scored in different 
formats (best-ball and scramble), while prizes 
will be awarded in both net and gross scoring 
categories, to give all players a chance to win. 
 For more information or to register, log on to 
CascadeGolfer.com or e-mail Simon Dubiel at 
simon@cascadegolfer.com.

Riverbend event for Navy Seals Kids
 The Riverbend Ladies Golf Association from 
Riverbend Golf Course in Kent will be hosting 
the Navy Seals Kids Charity Golf Tournament 
July 12 at Riverbend Golf Course.
 The event is a charity for the Navy Seals Kids 
group called NSWkids, which was established 
to support the needs of the children of Navy 
Seals crewmen and support personnel. In 2011, 
17 Navy Seals and five support personnel were 
killed when their CH-47 helicopter was shot 
down in Afghanistan, leaving their family and 
especially their kids without fathers.
 The tournament will be a four-person scram-
ble and must have a minimum of one woman on 
each team. For more information please check 
out www.rlga.org.

New professionals at Madrona Links
 Madrona Links in Gig Harbor has named Joe 
Langer new head professional and Charles Wag-
goner a teaching professional. Langer has worked 
at Glen Acres Country Club, Riverbend and Las 
Colinas in Arizona while Waggoner has worked 
at Riverbend and as a caddy a Chambers Bay.  
Both are committed to improving the Madrona 
teaching experience. Ryan Turney has been hired 
as director of golf operations and outside events 
at Madrona. Call 253.851.5193 for info.

•  Page 4  • •  In tHe neWs  •

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

•  Inside Golf - May Issue 2014   •

 Jim Dyer of Mukilteo, Wash. not only hit 
the shot of his life during a recent round, he hit 
two. Dyer, 39, was playing the Highlander Golf 
Course in East Wenatchee last month when he 
pulled off a feat that you won't hear of happening 
again for a very, very long time.
 Dyer made a double-eagle (also known as an 
albatross) on the 5th hole making a 3-wood shot 
from 230 yards out. Then on the seventh hole, he 
sank a 9-iron on the par-3 hole for a hole-in-one. 
And not only all of that, Dyer nearly made an ace 
on the par-3 18th hole.
 On the par-5 5th hole, Dyer pulled a 3-wood 
from 230 yards and watched as it was headed 
straight for the flag. The ball went in, the al-
batross was had, and his round of the year was 
complete.
 Well, not quite. Two holes later, it was Dyer's 
9-iron that only needed one swing, smashing into 
the flag and dropping for the hole-in-one.
 How rare is this feat? 
 The website doubleagleclub.org lists nine 
golfers, including the late UCLA basketball 
coach John Wooden, who have accomplished the 
feat of making a double-eagle and a hole-in-one 
in the same round. Wooden did it in 1939 on an 
Indiana course. Chie Arimura, now on the LPGA 
Tour, isn’t on that website’s list but she had a 
double-eagle and an ace in the same round on 
the Japanese LPGA Tour in 2011.
 Dyer went on to shoot a 13-over 83 despite 
those crazy shots, but who really cares what you 
post when those things happen?

PNGA membership has privileges
 As a benefit of having a PNGA membership 
with your club and the Washington State Golf 
Association, golfers are eligible to play in any of 
our one-day WSGA Player Series events. If you 

Mukilteo golfer makes albatross, ace all in the same round;
Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open set for July at Twin Lakes

happened to have played in our Net Tour in 2013, 
it has been rebranded as the WSGA Player Se-
ries.  The WSGA Player Series consists of eight 
separate one-day events held during the spring 
and summer, with each event having a different 
scoring format. Four of the events will be two-
person team events and four will be individual 
events. Merchandise certificates will be awarded 
to the high Gross and Net finishers in each event. 
The WSGA Player Series is open to all golfers 
whose USGA Handicap Index is no higher than 
40.4 for women and 36.4 for men.
 For additional information on the WSGA 
Player Series see www.thewsga.org.

Pepsi NW Women’s Open in July
 The Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open will 
return to Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club in 
Federal Way July 21-23 with a three-day event 
featuring some of the top women professionals 
and amateurs from the Pacific Northwest - and 
beyond.
 Lindsay Aho, a Washington native,  won last 
year’s tournament. She also is part of the Golf 
Channel’s Big Break Florida show which is air-
ing episodes this spring. The Pepsi Northwest 
Women’s Open will feature a one-day Pro-Am 
followed by two days of stroke play.
 For more information on the Pepsi Northwest 
Women’s Open, call Twin Lakes Golf and Coun-
try Club in Federal Way at 253.838.0432.

Boeing Classic looks for volunteers
 The Boeing Classic is excited to announce that 
the event has officially opened 2014 Volunteer 
Registration.  As a tournament volunteer you will 
be a part of one of the most unique experiences 
in sports. You’ll play an integral role in staging 
the region’s premier golf event, experience the 

camaraderie of working alongside a terrific team, 
and showcase the passion and generosity of this 
community.
  As an ambassador of the Boeing Classic, 
tournament volunteers are critical to our success, 
helping to support 81 legendary Pros, more than 
80,000 spectators, new and returning sponsors 
and the tournament operations effort with un-
paralleled dedication and positive attitude. 
  The 2014 Boeing Classic will take place 
August 18-24 at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge. All 
new tournament volunteers will receive a pack-
age valued at $300. For information see www.
BoeingClassic.com.

Hickory event at Meadow Park
 Meadow Park Golf Course in Tacoma will be 
the site for the second annual Vintage Hickory 
Invitational golf tournament set for Saturday May 
31, 2014 with a 8:30 a.m. shotgun.
 This is an event which celebrates old school 
golf with the players wearing old-time outfits and 
swinging hickory shafted golf clubs. There will 
be two divisions, a hickory division and a Bobby 
Jones Division for Pre-1975 irons/persimmon 
woods. All participants must dress in the late 
1800’s to early 1900’s attire.
 For information contact Durel Billy at 
253.830.4496 or email at durelbilly@yahoo.com.

North Sound Shootout returns
 The North Sound Shootout, part of the Cas-
cade Golfer Cup, will return for a two-day event 
June 28-29 at the Swinomish GolfLinks and 
Avalon Golf Club.
 This year’s event features great prizes, a brand 
new golf course, and another unforgettable night 
of fun at the Swinomish Casino. It’s all tees off 
on June 28 at Swinomish Golf Links. The next 



Lake Wilderness GC
$5 OFF Twilight Rate
Present this coupon and receive $5 OFF the 
Twilight Rate.
Must tee off after 1pm
Coupon may not be combined with any other offer or discount
Must present coupon. Expires 5/31/14

Seattle

Everett

Pierce County

Bellevue

Maple Valley

Jackson: 206-363-4747 • Jefferson: 206-762-4513
West Seattle: 206-935-5187 • Interbay: 206-285-2200

www.PremierGC.com

LS-253.531.3660
FS-253.588.0613 

www.LakeSpanawayGC.com

425.452.7250
www.BellevuePGC.com

425.432.9405
www.LakeWildernessGC.com

LM-425.259.4653 
WH-425.353.4653

www.EverettGolf.com
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Lake Spanaway Golf Course
Greens are Open!!
Play 18 Holes for only $20!
Add a Rider Fee for $5.00
Valid after 11am 7 days a week
Coupon may not be combined with any other offer or discount
Must present coupon. Expires 5/31/14

Legion Memorial GC
Before Work Special
Play 9 holes before work for only $16!
 - Must tee off before 6:30 am
 - Tee times must be made through the pro shop only
 - Greens may or may not be mowed
 - Must give way to the greens crew
 - Valid Monday - Friday (except holidays)
Coupon may not be combined with any other offer or discount.
Must present coupon.  Expires 5/31/14

Walter Hall GC
Mid-Morning Mayhem 
Walking Special
Hot Dog & Fountain Soda with paid 18-Hole Greens Fee
(Must tee off between 10am and 11am, pick up food during 
or after your round)
Senior/Military - $28.00, Adults - $35.00
Valid Weekday (except holidays)
Coupon may not be combined with any other offer or discount
Must present coupon. Expires 5/31/14

Interbay Golf Center
FREE 15 Minute Fitting Consultation
Includes: Demo Bucket of Range BAlls (17 balls) and
Assessment of current set of clubs, including: 
	 •	Iron	length	and	lie	check
	 •	Mizuno	Shaft	Optimizer	(Iron	Shaft	Recommendations)
	 •	Ping	nFlight	Motion	(Driver	Loft	and	Shaft	Recommendations)
Must present coupon.  
Expires 5/31/14

Fort Steilacoom Golf Course
“Two for One” Twilight
Present this coupon and receive two for the price of one 
Twilight greens fee.
Coupon may not be combined with any other offer or discount
Expires 5/31/14
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Lynnwood Golf Course
“Ride Lynnwood”
18 Holes of Golf & Cart (when available) for only $24!
Valid Monday & Tuesday after 12pm
Coupon may not be combined with any other offer or discount
Must present coupon. (No copies accepted) 
Expires 5/31/14
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Lynnwood 425.672-4653
www.LynnwoodGC.com

Bellevue Golf Course
$5.00 OFF Bellevue City 
Amateur Entry
Entries for the Bellevue City Amateur (formerly “The Bellevue Classic”) 
are now available!
Sign up before May 24th and receive a $5.00 discount
Offer applies to all entries received or postmarked on or before May 24, 2014
Only one coupon per customer per month
Must present coupon. Expires 5/24/14

Jackson Park GC
Jefferson Park GC
West Seattle GC
Kids Play FREE
Valid Weekends after 5pm for kids 8-17 ( if the 
child is 8-12 years old they must be accompanied 
by an adult)
Walk-on basis only unless playing with a paying adult.
 Must present coupon. 
Expires Expires 5/31/14



  

PgA Tour
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 137th on the list with $280,571
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 57th on the list with $873,501
 • Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No cuts made
 • Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 103rd on the list with $429,538
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 12th on the list with $2,086,504
 • Alex Prugh• Spokane • 202nd on the list with $56,166
 • Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  140th on the list with $262,138
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 165th on the list with $177,426
Web.com Tour
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 27th on the list with $42,644
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • 93rd on the list with $13,076
 • Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 2nd on the list with $248,273
 • Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 48th on the list with $29,890
champions Tour
  • Fred Couples • Seattle • 2nd on the list with $604,600
 • Rick Fehr • Seattle • 77th on the list with $15,471
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 87th on the list with $12,345
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • 61st on the list with $30,785
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 99th on the list with $7,160
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 6th on the list with $327,199
lPgA Tour
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • 81st on the list with $23,759
 • Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
 • Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No cuts made
lPgA Symetra Tour
 • Lindsay Aho • Brush Prairie • No events
 • Amy Eneroth • Spokane • 86th on the list with $1,372
 • Jessi Gebhardt • Bellingham • No events
 • Sadena Parks • Spanaway • 25th on the list with $5,276
 • Renee Skidmore • Everett • 137th on the list with $295
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 87th on the list with $1,364
 • Christy Yun • Tacoma • 7th on the list with $10,770

did you know….
 • As a member of any WSGA club, whether public, 
private or online, you re-
ceive preferred rates at 
select courses in Washing-
ton, Oregon and Northern 
Idaho, as well as discounts 
on rental cars and hotels 
worldwide.  Check out 
www.thewsga.org for more 
information.
  

 • Chandler Egan, who was the 1909 US Amateur 
Runner Up, won five PNGA Amateur Championships, 
a Team gold medal in 
the 1904 Olympics & 
individual silver medal 
was considered to be 
Oregon’s preeminent course designer. Egan designed 
Waverley Country Club, Eugene Country Club, Bend Golf 
& Country Club, Reames Golf & Country Club, Rogue Val-
ley Country Club, Eastmoreland, Oswego Lake Country 
Club,  Riverside Golf & Country Club, Tualatin Country 
Club (back 9).

 The United States women’s Curtis Cup team 
will have some Pacific Northwest flavor this time 
around. Erynne Lee, 21, of Silverdale, Wash. was 
selected by the USGA as one of the eight players 
who will represent the U.S. in the 2014 Curtis 
Cup Match, to be conducted June 6-8 at St. Louis 
(Mo.) Country Club.
 Lee, a junior at UCLA, was a 5-time WSGA 
Women's Player of the Year and 3-time WSGA 
Junior Girls' Player of the Year. She owns three 
collegiate victories - the 2013 Mason Rudolph 
Championship, the 2013 NorthropGrumman 
Regional Challenge and the 2012 Pacific Coast 
Intercollegiate. She was named a 2012 and 2013 
All-American by the Women's Golf Coaches 
Association, and was a first-team All-Pac-12 
selection in 2011 and 2012. Lee was also the 2012 
Division I Freshman of the Year. She is No. 25 
in the Women's World Amateur Golf Ranking.

San Diego college players goes
low at Chambers, wins tourney
 Chambers Bay will be expected to provide a 
very tough challenge to the world’s best golfers 
when it plays host to the U.S. Open in June 2015.
 But the course didn’t seem too tough for 
University of San Diego junior Grant Forrest 
at the 18-team Redhawk Invitational, hosted by 
Seattle University. He shot rounds of 63 and 65 
in ideal wind-free conditions to take a seven-shot 
lead. His 1-over 72 in the final round was good 
enough to give him a three-shot victory over 
Arizona State’s Jon Rahm at 11-under 200.
 Also winning by three shots was UCLA as the 
Bruins held off a late rally from Washington to 
take the team title with a 9-under 835 score. San 
Diego finished in third, three shots behind UW.
 It was a solid final round for Washington, 
which trailed by 10 shots with a few holes re-
maining. Pan, a junior, had the best final round 

Silverdale’s Erynne Lee gets
selected for Curtis Cup team

for Washington with a 2-under 69. Senior Trevor 
Simsby shot a 70 and was the Huskies’ top overall 
finisher, ending up in fifth place at 3-under 208. 
Teammates Corey Pereira and Jonathan Sanders 
tied for seventh at 1-under and Pan tied for 12th 
at even par..

Washington Open set for this
month at Meridian Valley CC
 The major championship golf season in the 
Pacific Northwest heats up this month with the 
Washington Open Invitational, an event for the 
top professionals and amateurs in the NW.
 The event will be held May 19-21 at Meridian 
Valley Country Club in Kent. The three-day event 
features a new format this year with no cut after 
two rounds. All players will be playing all three 
rounds.
 Defending champion Chris Griffin is expected 
to return to defend his crown he won in 2013.
 The Drive Fore The Cure Pro-Am will take 
place May 17-18 before the tournament opens.

UW women’s golf team wins
regular-season final tournament
 No. 11 Washington is rounding into form at 
the right time, dominating an elite field at the 
Silverado Invitational to earn the tournament vic-
tory. Junior SooBin Kim led the Dawgs all week, 
earning individual medalist honors at 9-under 
207 for the tournament played at the Silverado 
Resort and Spa in California wine country.
 Washington finished the final round at 8-un-
der 280, easily the best of the tournament. The 
Dawgs three-round total of 3-under 861 was 
good for a 13-shot victory over No. 1 USC who 
finished as the runner-up. No. 20 Northwestern 
finished third at 12-over, while Oregon State and 
Oregon rounded out the top five.
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Jeff Shaw stands with his Robot Golf machine.

Golf Robot gives you the feel of a perfect 
swing every time you take the club back
 Who hasn’t tried to discover the perfect golf 
swing? There might be a perfect golf swing out 
there, but possibly only for the guys who play 
golf for a living.
 But now, there’s hope for everyone to find a 
perfect golf swing. RoboGolfPro is the first and 
only golf swing training robot that is designed 
to give you the feel of the perfect swing every 
time.
 Don’t believe it? Ask Jeff Shaw who has 
played for a living and has taught golf for over 
25 years, from beginners to Tour players.  Shaw 
is the PGA director of instruction at TourBound 
Golf Academy Seattle. He has the only Robo-
GolfPro in the Pacific Northwest, which is one 
of four in the country. When he first saw Robo-

GolfPro up close and personal he took 28 swings 
and was sold. “It’s unlike anything I’ve ever seen 
or felt” said Shaw, who has set up his Robot at 
RedBird Sports in Seattle. 
 In a students initial two-hour lesson, Shaw 
will video the students swing and identify the 
changes that need to be made. He then programs 
those changes into the computer. The student 
grips the club, and  RoboGolfPro does the swing-
ing for you. It literally “makes” you swing the 
way Shaw wants you to. 
 “This is something that can help everyone 
- even PGA Tour Pros,” said Shaw. One of the 
first people Shaw had on RoboGolfPro was P.H. 
a 9-handicapper from Seattle who had slice 
problems. After a couple of sessions with the 

Golf Robot, P.H.  won a tournament and the 
sliced shots were a thing of the past. P.H. now hits 
the ball with a draw and has picked up yardage 
especially with the driver. 
 “The more swings you make on RoboGolfPro 
the faster change will take place. On RoboGolf-
Pro you practice “perfect” muscle memory as you 
watch yourself on a monitor. You can learn to 
swing the way you’ve always wanted to swing.” 
You will save time, accelerate your learning and 
achieve your goals faster on RoboGolfPro.
 For more information go to http://robogolf-
pro.com/media/, tourboundgolfacademy.com or 
email  Shaw at jeffshaw@tourboundgolfacad-
emy.com To schedule a lesson with Shaw go to 
http://northwestgolfinstruction.uschedule.com
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FootGolf is played with a soccer ball using only your feet. The hole is 21 inches in diameter.

Leave the clubs at home:
Northwest courses have
new game called FootGolf
 There’s a new game in Tacoma. It looks like 
soccer. It plays like golf. And when you mix the 
two together you get FootGolf.
 That’s the new game that is taking over at golf 
courses around the country. The Pacific North-
west is catching on quickly as Meadow Park 
Golf Course in Tacoma is opening a FootGolf 
course this month as is Glendoveer in Portland 
and Mallard Creek in Lebanon, Oregon.
 In fact, the game is taking off so fast that 
there is an American FootGolf League and in 
May, that organization had a “FootGolf Day in 
the Northern Hemisphere.” A big event was held 
at the Legends Golf Club in Indiana with ESPN 
and Golf Channel both on hand to record what 
the sport is all about.
 “We got wind of FootGolf last Fall via print 
and video presentations of the sport on ESPN 
and The Golf Channel - and we liked it right 
away,” said Dan Harrington, PGA Head Golf 
Professional at Meadow Park Golf Course. “We 
saw that several golf facilities were wanting to 
branch out to attract a whole new demographic 
of golfers to visit their courses. We decided we 
wanted to join the party.”
 Meadow Park is owned and operated by Metro 
Parks Tacoma, an organization that quickly em-
braced the FootGolf concept as it fits nicely with 
its collective mission: to encourage outdoor and 
healthy lifestyles through fun and recreation.
 Meadow Park’s FootGolf course is now open. 
It has incorporated its existing Williams Nine, but 
the FootGolf course will have its own greens, 
21-inch cups and soccer balls. The eighteen holes 
range anywhere from 73 yards to 187 yards. 
There are par-3, par-4 and par-5 holes with the 

total 2,203 yard, par 69 course. It’s just like real 
golf, except for the foot part.
 “This is something that could really take 
off - we already have a group that has reserved 
a FootGolf tournament the day of Team USA’s 
first scheduled World Cup game in June,” said 
Harrington. “It’s something that will need to have 
some word of mouth help, but it looks like it will 
work.”
 The expected pace of play is an hour and 30 
minutes to play 18 holes and the price is right, 
as Meadow Park will charge $10.50 plus tax for 
adults and $8.00 plus tax for youth (20 and under) 
participants. “This is a game for everyone,” said 
Harrington. “Just like for golf, please call ahead 
for a FootGolf tee time.”
 For information on FootGolf call Meadow 
Park at  253.473.3033



•  In tHe neWs  ••  Inside Golf - May Issue 2014  • •  Page 11  •

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

 The Blue Heron Golf Course, which sits next to the Snoqualmie River in the Snoqualmie Valley,  
is the new name for Carnation Golf Course. While The Blue Heron’s bones are from the Carnation 
Golf Course, it is a much improved facility today. 
 Carnation Golf Course was designed by Bob Tachell and his partners Fred Ewing and Frank 
Yoshitake and opened to the public in May of 1967. 
 By 1980, Bob and his son Dan were the sole owners of the course, which was eventually trans-
ferred to Dan’s son Chad Tachell when he purchased the course in 2006.   
 The course having been in the Tachell family for 44 years, suffered financial problems stemming 
from the recent deep recession, competition from other courses and a couple unseasonably wet years. 
Rounds dropped below 20,000 per year and the facility went into disrepair and eventually was forced 
to close, joining several other area courses that closed their doors around the same time.
 As the Tachell legacy was closing, a new chapter was opening for the iconic golf course in the 
Snoqualmie River Valley. 
 The course was purchased by Reza Yasseri, the CEO of the Redmond firm Cascade Engineering 
Services in 2011. Yasseri, an avid golfer himself, brought Dan Tachell back to help get the course 
back in playing condition after two years of dormancy. Dan’s experience and knowledge of the 
property has expedited the transformation, which was a major undertaking since it required a lot of 
reconstruction.
 The course is now called The Blue Heron and improvements have been nothing less then spectacu-
lar. The clubhouse was elevated to prevent future flooding and has undergone a complete remodel. 
The two nines were switched back to the original design, drainage, irrigation and sprinklers were 
added to improve the condition of the fairways and greens. A fleet of brand new golf carts has been 
added and a new 4,000 square foot practice green was built near the clubhouse. 
 Though the golf course sits in a flood-plain in the Snoqualmie Valley and is over-run by the 
Snoqualmie River periodically, it has the ability to drain quickly and golfers are back on the course 
in a remarkably short time.
 The Blue Heron Bar & Grill is the centerpiece of the new clubhouse and has become a dining 
destination for the Snoqualmie Valley. It is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner and has a full-service 
bar. Guests will enjoy a panoramic view of the park-like setting; it’s a great place to relax with friends 
after a fun round of golf.  
 Golfers have been giving the new facility rave reviews for the transformation and the overall 
experience.  The playability of the course, the expansive practice range, the relaxing grandeur of 
The Blue Heron Bar & Grill and the friendly staff all point to a bright future for The Blue Heron 
Golf Course. 
 The course plays a few yards short of 6,000 yards with a slope of 113 and index of 67.9, not long 
or extremely difficult by some golfing standards, but length is not necessarily a good indicator for 
a fun golfing experience.  
 Tournament directors take notice; this is a great place for tournaments – good golf, good service, 
good food and an overall great facility. 
 For more information please go to their website at theblueherongolf.com.

The new clubhouse at The Blue Heron in Carnation, Wash. was built to avoid any flooding.

A lot of time, perspiration and money were investing in the birth of The Blue Heron Golf Course. 

New owner pumps in new life
into Blue Heron Golf Course



Park. A completely new 10th hole is now in play 
along with a revised 11th hole which became a 
par 3. New tee boxes were built which play to 
the original green. The course is now a par 70 
after the change to 11.
 In addition to the changes for holes 10 & 11, 
the final three holes for both the front and back 
nines switched sides. Holes 7, 8, & 9 became 16, 
17, & 18 and 16, 17 & 18 became 7, 8 & 9. A 
completely new green complex was constructed 
for the 9th hole. Jackson Park’s nine-hole execu-
tive course remains unaffected by the driving 
range project.
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Lost Tracks Golf Club in Bend will be one of the hosts for the Oregon Senior Games June 19-20.

 Golfers ages 50 and over have a new excuse to 
visit Bend, Oregon: The Oregon Senior Games. 
The 2014 Oregon Senior Games Golf Tourna-
ment will be held at Lost Tracks on Thursday, 
June 19, 2014 with a shotgun start at 9 a.m. and 
at Widgi Creek on Friday, June 20 with a shotgun 
start at 9 a.m. Both of these courses reflect the 
raw beauty of Bend and will serve as perfect hosts 
for locals and visitors alike.  
 The competition will be both gross and net 
with winners in each category. Gross scores 
will determine eligibility for the National Senior 
Games. Players will be grouped by age, gender 
and handicap. The fee is $140 to participate in the 
36-hole tournament and includes cart and range 
balls for both rounds. To register, visit https://
oregon.fusesport.com/registration/166/. 
 The golf tournament is sure to appeal to super-
competitive golfers as well as those just looking 
to stay active and have fun participating in any of 
the 15 other sports as part of the Games. It’s also 

Oregon Senior Games will feature
golf  tourney in Central Oregon

a great opportunity to explore a beloved outdoor 
recreation mecca: Bend, Oregon. 
 Most of the Oregon Senior Games competi-
tions run June 19-22, 2014 with Cycling lead-
ing the way on May 24, 2014 and a Cowboy 
Action Shooting event a week prior to the main 
Games. All events are held in and around Bend. 
The 16 events include a 5K Road Race and 
Walk, Archery, Badminton, Bowling, Cowboy 
Action Shooting, Cycling, Golf, Over the Line, 
Pickleball, Racquetball, Shuffleboard, Softball, 
Swimming, Tennis, Table Tennis and Track & 
Field. Before 2014, Oregon was one of only two 
states without a sanctioned State Senior Games. 
 The Oregon Senior Games is officially sanc-
tioned by the National Senior Games Association 
(NSGA) and is open to any athlete age 50 and 
over with no prequalification necessary. The top 
four finishers in most sports in each age group 
will qualify for the 2015 National Senior Games 
in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Jackson Park ready to make
major move with a new range

Jackson Park Golf Course in Seattle will break ground on a new driving range this spring.

 Changes are brewing at Jackson Park Golf 
Course in Seattle. The course, managed by 
Premier Golf, will begin construction on a new 
driving range facility this month. In order to fit 
the new range in, changes to the existing layout 
had to take place.
 Jackson Park has been one of the most popular 
courses in the area for years, but has not had a 
driving range. The target completion date for the 
new driving range is fall 2014. It will be a two-
tiered heated and lighted facility with 50 stalls 
total – 25 on each level. The driving range will 
be built on the site of the old 10th hole at Jackson 
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The Lesson Tee: They are going to
make a golf teacher out of me yet

Photo #2

Photo #3Photo #1

 Every year I go to my friend, Mike Bender's 
Golf Academy and we do schools down in 
Orlando.  Each summer he comes up to Semi-
ahmoo and we do about 10 days of schools at 
my place.  Over the years we have done 105 
golf schools together.
 Mike is a former PGA National Teacher of the 
Year and swing coach for Zach Johnson. (among 
others, including me).  There has never been a 
time over all these years where I haven't learned 
something about my swing or my teaching from 
my brother in golf, Mike Bender.
 I would like to share a couple of things from 
our time this winter. 
 Key:  Continue to turn your hips and pivot 
to create depth in the backswing.  (Photo 1,2) 
Golfers and coaches talk of width and height 
but seldom about depth.  The swing is three 
dimensions.  Since we stand on the side of the 
golf ball we swing in an arc not a straight line.
 Depth in the backswing helps us come from 
the inside thus on a proper plane.  This depth 
allows us also to move the clubs haft, grip and 
our hands in a straight line to the golf ball! (photo 
3)  This hip turn for depth and proper path from 
the inside on the downswing gets our golf ball 
started on the proper line.  This depth for path 
from a hip turn (photo 1,2) produces the proper 
angles for power and speed.  This hip turn is a 
power source also.
 Extra credit:  This moving your hands to the 
ball under this shaft is a big key to a shallow path 
and strike on the golf ball (photo 3).

 Jeff Coston is a 20-time PGA Player of the 
Year.  Jeff is a former PGA tour player and Pacific 
Northwest PGA Hall of Fame member. He can be 
reached for appointment by calling Semiahmoo 
Resort at 360.201.4590 or jeffcoston.com
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Rules of the Game: When it comes to
snakes, there’s always time for relief
 Question: I’m scared to death of snakes. 
What if my ball ends up next to one? Do I have 
to play it?
 You’re in luck! There’s a section in The 
Rules of Golf called “equity.” It’s actually Rule 
1-4 entitled “Points Not Covered by Rules.” 
It’s more commonly known as the “equity” 
Rule. One of the Decisions under Rule 1-4 
deals with what a player does if his ball is in 
a “dangerous situation.” 
 Some of the more common “dangerous 
situations” that a player might encounter on 
a golf course are snakes, alligators, bees’ 
nests and fire ants. 
 So what do I do if my ball is close to one 
of these “dangerous situations?” 
 Decision 1-4/10 allows you to determine 
the spot, no nearer the hole, where the threat 
from the dangerous situation no longer exists, 
and then drop a ball within one club length of 
that spot, without penalty. If you’re on the 
green, you can place a ball within one club-
length of that spot instead of drop it. 
 And what if I’m in a bunker or water hazard? 
You’ll still get free relief as above, but you’ll 
have to drop your ball in the bunker or the 
water hazard. If the confines of that bunker 
or water hazard are still too close for comfort, 
then you’ll have to take a penalty stroke to 
get out.
 What about an opposite situation? What if 
my ball is close to or in a bird’s nest and my 
stroke would destroy it?
 Fear not, because Decision 1-4/9 also 
takes care of that situation. You can take relief 
in the same manner as outlined above for a 
dangerous situation.
 Do “dangerous situations” also cover 
vegetation such as poison ivy, cactus or 

nettles?  You’re out of luck there. In those 
situations, you’ll either have to play the ball 
as it lies or take an unplayable.

 And finally, what if my ball is near a harm-
less snake, such as a garter snake, corn 
snake or bull snake? Can I still take relief?
 A wise old Rules Official from Georgia, 
whose fear of snakes was universal, once 
answered that question by saying, “All snakes 
are dangerous!!” If you’re afraid of the slithery 
little serpent, go ahead and take relief!

 Mike Peluso is a rules official with the 
USGA, PNGA and other golf organizations. 
He can be reached for any rules questions at 
mikepeluso@comcast.net. Send Mike your 
rules questions and Inside Golf Newspaper 
will get those questions in as part of Mike’s 
monthly column. And go ahead and try to fool 
him, he likes that.

Drive, Chip and
Putt signups on
 Just when the finals of the 2014 Drive, Chip 
and Putt National Finals were held at Augusta 
National Golf Club, the Masters Tournament, 
United States Golf Association (USGA) and The 
PGA of America announced that local qualifying 
registration is now open on the event’s website, 
www.DriveChipandPutt.com, for young golfers 
hoping to earn an invitation to next year’s finals.
 This youth golf development initiative will 
again include boys and girls ages 7-15 who will 
compete in separate divisions in four age catego-
ries. In only its second year, the Drive, Chip and 
Putt Championship will nearly triple the number 
of local qualifying spots, expanding to more than 
50,000 playing opportunities at 256 host sites 
throughout all 50 states during the months of May, 
June and July. The top 80 performers – 40 boys and 
40 girls – will earn an invitation to the National 
Finals at Augusta National on Sunday, April 5.
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